
Do you LOVE Baseball??  Or maybe you just like meeting new people!  Are you interested in helping to 
shape a young man’s career, possibly a professional baseball career?  
 
If so, you may be a perfect candidate to host a Danville Dans player this summer.  
 
The Dans are looking for host parents/families in the Danville area for the 2009 baseball season. This 
summer, approximately 25 young men will move to Danville to play for the Dans, a member of the Prospect 
League.  
 
From June 1 through Mid-August, these aspiring “professional” ballplayers have the opportunity to hone their 
baseball skills. Players come from all over the United States to play for the Dans.  
 
The Host Family Program has been a vital part of the Dan’s success the past 19 years, both on and off the 
field.  Many of the players become more than just a houseguest; they become part of the family!! 
 
To Become A Host Family…..Here’s The Pitch 

!" Provide a home and meals for player during the season 

!" Your family receives free season tickets 

!" Your family will be invited to attend special events 

!" The player will be a positive role model for your children 

!" You will have the opportunity to make a positive impact on the future of a young man 

!" You might be getting to know a future Major League Baseball star 

!" You have the potential for the creation of a long-term friendship 

 

The  
Danville Dans  

Need Your Help 

If you are interested, please contact Lisa Smith at (217) 759-7290 or 

lisa@whitesmithmarketing.com for more information.   



Host Family 
Guide 

History 

 The Danville Dans throughout their 19 year history were affiliated with the Central 
Illinois Collegiate League (CICL).  The Prospect League is the former Central Illinois 
Collegiate League (CICL), one of the most recognized summer baseball leagues in the 
country. The Prospect League enters its inaugural season under the Prospect League 
moniker, but it brings with it plenty of tradition and a long list of former players and 
coaches.  

 The Prospect League is one of ten summer collegiate baseball leagues affiliated with 
the National Association of Summer Collegiate Baseball (NASCB), of which the CICL was a 
charter   

 The CICL was formed in 1963 as a charter member of National Collegiate Athletic 
Association certified summer baseball. The league maintained certification for the entire 41 
years of oversight by the NCAA, which ended its program this past February 1, 2005. 
However, the CICL and all members of the NACSB still follow all general rules and regulations 
put forth by the NCAA to ensure the amateur status of its student athletes. 

 Team rosters of the Prospect League and all other NACSB leagues are comprised 
solely of players who have completed one year of college and who still have college eligibility 
remaining. As such, many believe that the NACSB summer leagues represent the highest 
level of pre-professional amateur baseball in America.  League and team honors may be seen 
on the league website at http://www.prospectleague.com  
  

Teams 

Butler Blue Sox—Washington, PA 

Chillicothe Paints—Chillicothe, OH   

Danville Dans 

Dubois County Bombers — Huntingburg, IN 

Dupage Dragons— Lisle, IL 

Hannibal Cavemen—Hannibal, MO 

North Coast Knights—Willowick, OH 

Quincy Gems—Quincy Stadium, Quincy, IL 

Richmond River Rats—Richmond, IN 

Slippery Rock Sliders—Slippery Rock, PA 

Springfield Sliders—Springfield, IL 

  

Coaching Staff 

In his 3d season managing the Danville Dans, Pete Paciorek will be joined by 2nd year Dans 

assistant coach, Joe Verplancke.   

 

http://danvilledans.blogspot.com 

Continued.... 



Player Information 

 Players report to Danville Stadium on June 1st.  (some may arrive later if they are 

involved in post-season play with their schools).  Host family/player assignments are finalized 

one week before report day.   

 Dans players are required to be good citizens of the Danville community and obey all 

state and local laws.  The legal age for consumption of alcoholic beverages is 21 in Illinois.  In 

addition, under no circumstance is a player of legal age to provide alcohol to an underage 

teammate or purchase or consume alcohol while in uniform or at any playing site.    

Housing 

 Host families are generally assigned one player to a residence.  It is the player’s 

responsibility to follow the host family household rules as well as state and local laws.  Players 

are asked to treat host families with respect and conduct themselves as family members, not an 

“honored guests”.  (Improper conduct toward a host family, teammate host families or other 

people in the community will result in disciplinary action.)    In return, host families should be 

sure that players feel like they are part of the family and provide a “home away from home”  

keeping in mind they are college students who have lived on their own.   

 

Host Family Responsibilities:  Host families are required to provide a clean, private 

place to sleep, a bathroom and laundry facilities. Host families should also provide meals 

during the season and can include players in other family activities.  Players provide their own 

transportation as required by NCAA policy.   Some players arriving from across the country are 

without transportation—they need to stay close to other players with transportation.  Players 

must rely on their own vehicle or assistance from teammates.  

 

Host Family Perks: 
 
 Your family receives free season tickets for home games  (when you come to the front 

gate let the admission person know you’re housing parents OR we can give you tickets to get 

in).  Your family will also be invited to attend special events.   

 The following sponsor restaurants will stay open late after home games when contacted 

by Dans management: 

El Toro 

Garfield's 

MoonGlo 

We’ll try to keep you informed which restaurants will be open on game days throughout the 

season.   

  

A roster will be sent to all host families with host family contact information once housing 

assignments are finalized.  Host family/player assignments are finalized one week before report 

day.   



Dans Baseball Host Family 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Q: What are we expected to provide the player as a host family? 

A: Their needs are relatively simple: a private room, access to a bathroom and a laundry room 

(they’ll need to use showers and laundry facilities daily), food or meals, a place to park a car, and 

a family to cheer them on. 

 

Q: Will the player have a car? If not, will we be expected to drive him places? 

A: About two-thirds of the players have their own car. Players who do not have cars are 

strategically housed close to players who do have cars, so their teammates can give them rides. 

We do not expect host families to drive our players around—it is against NCAA rules.   
 

Q: We would like to host a player, but we are leaving town for vacation for two weeks, and 

don’t feel comfortable leaving the player alone in our home. Is it possible to still 

participate? 

A:  We would prefer not to have players move once they have settled in with a family. However, 

there are times when host families are going on vacation at separate times, and they share a player 

that way. If we can match you with another family in this way, it might be possible for you to 

host this summer.  Or if two families have vacations planned they can cover for each other by 

taking in their player during the vacation and then the other family can reciprocate.   

 

Q:  My son is a catcher. We would love to have a catcher stay with us. Is it possible to 

request a certain position player? 

A:  Because of the sometimes complicated logistics of placing players with allergies into pet-free 

families, locating players with and without cars close to each other, and placing returning players 

with their old families, it is not always possible to honor these types of requests, but we will do 

our best to make it happen if at all possible.  

 

Q. We have three cats. Do you make sure that players don’t have pet allergies? 

A: We ask about allergies and whether host families have pets, and try to make sure that allergic 

players aren’t housed with animals they can’t be around.  

 

 

 

 

 



Q: What happens if there’s a problem with the placement? 

A: We have not had many problems with placements. Dans players appreciate host families’ 

hospitality, and generally behave as guests in your home. If there is a minor problem, we ask that 

you contact the host family coordinator, who will work to try to resolve it with the player. If the 

problem is major, we will remove him immediately.    

  

Q:  Will players be using our phones?  We don’t want to get late-night phone calls! 

A:  Players bring their cell phones and use them exclusively for their phone calls. 

 

Q:  I’m really hoping that we can host a player who will help our son with his baseball 

skills.  Is this possible? 

A:  All host family situations are unique, and your player and your son could certainly have that 

kind of relationship.  However, you should keep in mind that Dans players are extremely busy.  

They play 5 or more games a week.  Some players do not interact as much with their host family 

as others do.   

 

Q:  What rules are there about drinking and using drugs?   

A:  Drugs are strictly forbidden, as is underage drinking, although some players are over 21 and 

can legally drink.  However, even if your player is over 21, feel free to establish your home as a 

no-drinking zone, and please do not give underage players alcohol.  At the beginning of the 

season, we supply host families with a contract form.  Although we do ask players and families to 

sign that form, it really is a forum for families and players to frankly and honestly discuss the 

details and rules of a player’s stay with that family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOST FAMILY/PLAYER GUIDELINES 

 

Host Families will be expected to provide: 

 

1. a clean, safe, smoke-free and pleasant environment, including a bedroom for the 

player staying with them 

 

2. reasonable use of bathroom and laundry facilities 

 

3. Meals or food available for breakfast, lunch and supper (when team is in town) 

 

Players will be expected to: 

 

1. keep your room in a clean and orderly fashion.  Players will be held responsible 

for any household damages you cause 

 

2. provide your own health and personal care items 

 

3. be appreciative, courteous, helpful and pleasant to your hosts 

 

4. refrain from the use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs (see below)  

 

5. minimize the noise level of your activities, including your comings and goings, so 

as not to unduly disturb your host family 

 

6. pay for your own expenses out of your own money (charge long distance calls to 

a pre-purchased calling card or use a cell phone) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In past years, host family/player relationships differed substantially from player to player.  

We are asking that each host family sit down with their player within a few days of his 

arrival to discuss the following issues: 

1. handling food/meals – many players fix their own breakfast and lunch but need 

food available.  If the team is off the player is included in family mealtime.  If the 

team is home discuss the best way to be sure player has a meal for suppertime 

(some like to eat before the game—others after).  Discuss and find what works 

best for family and player.  Some families cook late after the game for players and 

others take them out to eat while others prefer the player stop and get supper.   
 

2. how to handle late night arrivals (e.g., use of back doors, limitations on late-night 

showers, etc.).  Because of the players’ schedules, a curfew isn’t really workable.  

However, it is important that player arrivals and departures are handled in such a 

way that the host family isn’t disturbed; 
 

3. guidelines relating to having friends (girls also) over to the host family’s home, 

including friends spending the night.  This may be something that some host 

families won’t mind, while others won’t allow; 
 

4. laundering uniforms.  (Uniforms should not be washed in hot water or bleach.  Soaking 

overnight in BIZ helps.) 

 

5. particular rules for times when the host family is away; 
 

6. for players legally of age to drink, guidelines regarding alcohol in the host family 

home; 
 

7. any other issue of importance to either the player or the host family (ie., reasons for 

hosting—enjoy getting to know players and like them to be involved in family activities when 

schedule permits) 

 

Please sign below, after you have discussed these guidelines together. 

_______________________________              _______________________________           

Dans Player                     Host Family 

 

Date:_________________________________________________________________ 



 

Ideas from past host families that help develop strong 

relationships and help players feel more at home: 
 

1. Take the player grocery shopping in the first few days of his arrival – this not only 

allows him to share his food preferences but provides for a way to spend some 

time getting to know him better. 

2. Show the player around the area –Danville highlights (beside stadium popular 

places are: Custard Cup, Turtle Run, Moon Glo, El Torro--and other Dan 

sponsors, Village Mall and theaters, area parks, etc.)  Find out player interests and 

share with him places he might enjoy. 

3. Many host families create a “scrapbook” of photos and newspaper clippings from 

the season as a gift to the player when he leaves at the end of the season. 

4. If you’ve found other ideas that help bond with your player, please send them to 

lisa@whitesmithmarketing.com.  We’re always looking for good ideas.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


